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For your info. Dr. Hugh Pratt, Dr. Walter Weyzen, and
1 discussed the Likiep situation during a meeting on
July 6 and Dr. Pratt and I met with Mrs. Van Cleve
and her staff on the matter that afternoon. We agreed
on a general course of action which will be outlined
in a letter from DOE to DOI. This letter should come
to you for concurrence shortly. The issue of a radio-
logical survey of the areas indicated and of the resi-
dents thereof has not yet been discussed with Interior.
I will be discussing it with our own people as soon
as possible.
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Mr. Bryant S. Zebedy
Clerk of the Marshall Islands Nitijela
Post Office Box 24
Majuro, Marshall Islands 96960

Dear Mr. Zebedy:

I wish to acknowledge on behalf of Secretary Andrus, the
receipt of the certified COPY of Resolution No. 15 N.D.-l of
the Nitijela, “A Resolution requesting the Government of the
United States of America to immediately conduct a
radiological survey in the Marshall Islands.”

I feel constrained to point out that paragraph 4 of this
resolution makes a very broad and sweeping statement, that
as far as I am aware of, is not borne out by recent
radiological data. This is the statement, “Whereas, recent
radiological data, accumulated by the united StateS

Government indicates an extraordinarily high incidence of
apparently radiological induced physical disorders among
Marshallese residents, outside what was originally thouuht..——
to be the range of contamination caused by the nuclear “
explosions at Bikini and Enewetak; particularly, on Likiep
Atoll and Wotje Atoll”.

Recently, when the Marshall Islands Political Status
Delegation was here in Washington, it raised this question
with respect to Likiep Atoll but the question rested not on
‘recent radiological data accumulated by the United States”,
but rather on data collected by a Marshall Islands Likiep
survey team and presented to the Department of Energy and to
our Department by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs for the
Marshall Islands Government, Mr. Anton DeBrumr at a meeting
here on May 16, 1979.

This Department and the Department of Energy assured
Mr. DeBrum that priority attention would be given to the
request that a medical survey be conducted of the people of
Likiep Atoll.

DaEARcHIv~
We will discuss the other aspects of the resolution, i.e.,
the portions requesting a radiological survey of the
Northern Marshalls, with the Department of Energy. It
appears to me that most, if not all, of this request may
have been met by the recent radiological survey conducted on

Dr. Bruce Wachholz, DOE, with copy
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13 atolls in the Northern I“:arshalls. The preliminary
results of the Northern Marshalls Radiological Survey will
be available by Mid-July. You may be assured that the
Nitijela will receive copies of any report issued by the
Department of Energy.

In any event, both this Department and the Department of
Energy, have pledged to work closely with the new government
of the Marshalls on the question of radiological matters and
we will be in constant touch with local government
officials.

Sincerely yours,

RuTH G.VAN cLEV~

Mrs. Ruth G. Van CleVe
Director
Office of Territorial Affairs
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. MARsmLL IsrANm NITXJHA
Offi~ bf the Clerk of the Nitijela

mst OfficeBOX 24
Maju.m, ksha.11 Ishnds 96960

June 15, 1979

lb: The Secretary
Department of Interior
C Street Between Eighteenth b

Nineteenth Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

It B- S. ZEEEDY,Clerkof the Marshalllslfi

Nit.ijela,her~ =tify that attachedhereto is an acmra~

and mnplete cow of F&solutionNo. , W?lich

was duly adoptedby tie MarshallIslandsNitijelain its

1st 03nstitutimml Sp32ialEessim, on tie ii::. day of.—
7,4* , - , 1979.

Bryant S. Zc!bdy
Clerk of tk MarshallIslandsNitijela
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A RESOUJTKN

WSW the gw .ennent of the UnitedStatesof Pmrica to inwdiately
mrdxt a radiologicalsurveyin the .MarshallIslands.
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WHEREAS,43 nuclearexplosionswere&lxmatedby the Wited

statesgwernnent at EnaietakAtill be- 1948ad 1958,all without

the )mcwLx@able consentof the l&rshallesepeoplewho were or oxld

haVS been affectedby the ccmtaininationprcduoadby thoseexplosions;and

wHEREAS,26 nucl~r explosionswere detomtd by the United

statesqwernmm t at BikiniAtollbetween 1946 ti 1958,all witlxxt bhe

kncxvldgeble consentof the Marshallesepeople* were or cmld have

- affectedby the mntamination prcducedby thoseaplosions; ad

WKEREAS,the effectsof thesenuclearexplosiom have been

disammls, not only b the envirmnents of Bikiniand Enewetak,but

also to the pmple in the range of the effectsof thoseexplosions

Eqon3 Bikinid En~t&.; and

WHERE%S,recentradiologicaldate,accunulat.dby the United

Statesgcfvemnent, indicatesan extraordinarilyhigh incidenceof

apparentlyradiologicallyinduas+lphysicaldisordersarrorqMmshallesc

residents,outsidewhat was originally thmxjhtto be the range of

mntadnation causedby the nuclearex@osions at Bikini and Enewetak;

partialarly, on LikiepAtoll ad Wt-jeAtoll; d

WHEREAS,LikiepAtoll ad WXje Atoll are approximately300

miles * the sitesof the nuclearexplosions,great concern@

anxietyhas spre~ amongthe residentsof those islads and atolls in

the vicinityof the outerrange of 300 miles frun the nwlear test

sites,mcernimg theirmm healthandwell-bebgad that of tkir

progeny;ard

WHEREX,

effectsof those

the nucleartests Zi.mi the nwly diswverd a~ent

tests ocnstitutea seriuu dqxture frun * &ligations

of theunitedsates gwemnant to thepeopleof the Narshll Islam3.s,
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pmsuant h section3 of title 6 of TrusteeshipAgreewnt betweenthe

United States ad the UnitedNations;ad

WiiEREAS,it is theprimaryrespmsibilityof tie LhitedStates

gmermmt ti protectthe healthof the inh~itants of the ‘Itust

Territoxy;now therefore,

IT IS RESOL’JE)that & UnitedStatesgoverrment, with tie

participationof the UnitedNations,inrrdiately*ark upn a radiological

surveyof &se waters and land areas in ths MarshallIslands,mrth of

latittie8 dsgreesH, includingall of Namu Atill,to dete.nnine

the levelsof radioactivityin that area; to determirewhetheror not

there are w casesof mntaminationanrmg & residentsof that area;

h to identifytlmse#ysical disordersin the residentsof that area,

whid may be attributableto the radiologicalcontaminationof the

mvi.rommt ca.ssdby the nuclear ~losions cm Bikini ad Riewetak.

IT IS ~ PESOLVEl) that cxmplete wpies Of the fin-s,

wnclus ions and remmen dations resulting fron such survey or survqs,

be deli=ed b the gomrnmnt of the l?arshall Islands, prunptly upn

their determination.

IT IS FUIWHERRESOLVEDthat certifiedmpies of this I@solution

be sent to the President of the UnitedStates;the Trusteeshipcbuncil

of the UnitedNaticns;the High Ccrmnissionerof the ‘IYostTerritoryof

the PacificIslan3s;ti the Secretaryof

states.

Ai2k
Athn AnEm, Speaker

Myant S. ikbdy, clerk
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